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Android	developers	in	more	countries	now	have	the	option	to	offer	third-party	billing	options.	As	spotted	by	9to5Google,	Google	quietly	expanded	its	‘User	Choice	Billing’	pilot	which	allows	third-party	billing	options	in	non-gaming	apps.	Registered	developers	in	the	European	Economic	Area	(EEA),	India,	Australia,	Japan,	and	Indonesia	can	now
participate	in	User	Choice	Billing.	A	Google	spokesperson	said:	“Android	has	always	been	a	uniquely	open...	A	vulnerability	has	been	discovered	in	Huawei’s	AppGallery	that	enables	paid	apps	to	be	downloaded	for	free.	Huawei	claims	that	AppGallery	is	now	the	third-largest	app	store	in	the	world—serving	over	600	million	Huawei	device	users	in	over
170	countries/regions.	Dylan	Roussel,	an	Android	developer,	wanted	to	know	how	Huawei’s	APIs	worked.	He	figured	out	that	one	API	took	an	app’s	package	name	as	a	parameter	and	returned	a	JSON	object	with	the	details	of	the...	During	I/O	2022,	Google	launched	its	ARCore	Geospatial	API	to	help	developers	build	more	immersive,	richer,	and	more
useful	experiences.	Augmented	reality	experiences	are	beginning	to	gain	traction	beyond	Pokémon	Go.	Now	there	are	AR	apps	for	making	floorplans,	seeing	how	furnishings	will	look	in	your	home,	understanding	the	world	around	you,	and	even	getting	real-time	information	about	the	night	sky.	Google	showed	off	enhancements	to	its	own	AR	solution,
Lens,	during...	Android	Studio	will	soon	make	it	much	easier	for	developers	to	fix	broken	UIs	when	their	apps	are	used	on	Chromebooks.	Chromebook	users	have	suffered	from	all	sorts	of	issues	since	Google	enabled	support	for	Android	apps.	Many	of	these	problems	stem	from	how	apps	designed	for	Android	respond	when	confronted	with	freeform
windows	and	other	desktop	features.	The	‘Electric	Eel’	release	of	Android	Studio	will	bring	with	it	the	new	Desktop	Android	Virtual	Device...	Google	is	blocking	users	in	Russia	from	purchasing	or	updating	paid	applications	as	the	fallout	continues	from	the	country’s	invasion	of	Ukraine.	The	company	paused	billing	for	Russian	users	on	10	March	2022
due	to	sanctions	imposed	on	the	country.	That	decision	impacted	new	app	purchases,	as	well	as	in-app	purchases	and	subscription	payments.	However,	Google	has	now	updated	its	policy	and	says	that	it	is	“blocking	the	downloading	of	paid	apps	and	updates	to	paid...	Google	is	rolling	out	a	new	section	in	Play	Store	listings	that	forces	developers	to
explain	what	data	they’re	collecting	and	how	it’s	being	used.	The	new	section	is	titled	‘Data	safety’	and	will	appear	alongside	the	usual	sections	like	‘About	this	app’	and	‘Ratings	and	reviews’:	Apple	released	a	similar	feature	as	part	of	numerous	privacy-enhancing	features	in	last	year’s	iOS	14.	Google	showed	off	its	version	last	year	but	is	only
beginning	to	roll...	Google	will	start	hiding	outdated	apps	on	the	Play	Store	in	a	bid	to	improve	security.	With	almost	three	million	apps	hosted	on	the	Play	Store,	keeping	Android’s	three	billion	users	protected	is	a	gargantuan	task.	Given	the	scale	of	the	challenge,	Google’s	AI-powered	security	does	an	admirable	job.	However,	Google’s	system	is	far
from	perfect	and	software	that	poses	a	threat	to	users	does	slip	through.	Sometimes	the	apps	that	slip	past	Google’s	security...	A	report	from	the	Coalition	for	App	Fairness	(CAF)	highlights	the	difficulties	that	developers	face	due	to	anti-competitive	practices.	CAF	is	an	independent	nonprofit	with	over	60	member	companies	that	advocates	for
freedom	of	choice	and	fair	competition	across	the	app	ecosystem.	Epic	Games,	which	has	regularly	made	headlines	for	its	court	battles	against	Apple	over	alleged	anti-competitive	practices,	is	one	of	CAF’s	founding	members.	The	industry	group	is	currently...	A	report	from	App	Annie	highlights	the	staggering	growth	the	mobile	app	ecosystem
witnessed	last	year.	According	to	the	analytics	firm’s	State	of	Mobile	2022	report,	users	downloaded	around	230	billion	apps	in	2021.	Theodore	Krantz,	Chief	Executive	Officer	of	App	Annie,	said:	“The	big	screen	is	slowly	dying	as	mobile	continues	to	break	records	in	virtually	every	category	-	time	spent,	downloads	and	revenue.”	Chinese	users
downloaded	the	most...	A	report	from	Sensor	Tower	finds	that	more	developers	still	earn	their	first	$1	million	from	the	App	Store	than	Google	Play,	but	the	gap	is	closing.	It’s	been	fairly	common	knowledge	for	some	time	now	that,	on	average,	developers	earn	more	from	the	App	Store	over	Google’s	counterpart—despite	the	much	larger	global
marketshare	of	the	latter.	Android	commands	around	73	percent	of	the	global	smartphone	market	compared	to	26	percent	for	iOS.	However,	Apple	continues	to...	Upgrade	your	infotainment	system	with	an	Android	Auto	head	unit.	We've	found	the	best	single	DIN,	big	screen,	wireless	and	affordable	Android	car	stereos	available.	Articleby	CNET	Cars
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an	Android	tablet	UI,	and	what	updates	are	live	[U:	Docs]	At	I/O	2022,	Google	announced	that	it	will	update	over	20	of	its	first-party	apps	for	large	screens	in	a	show	of	its	commitment	to	the	form	factor.	This	will	undoubtedly	improve	the	experience	for	existing	owners	and	is	meant	to	encourage	other	developers	to	do	the	same.	Here’s	every	Google
app	on	Android	that	has	a	tablet	update	and	what’s	still	to	come.	expand	full	story	Google	Pixel	7	Pro	benchmark	points	to	CPU	and	GPU	specs	of	Tensor	G2	A	new	benchmark	has	surfaced	that	gives	us	a	better	idea	of	the	Pixel	7	Pro’s	specs,	particularly	the	improvements	of	the	CPU	and	GPU	in	the	Google	Tensor	G2	chip.	expand	full	story	YouTube
readying	new	video	page	on	mobile	and	the	web	In	recent	weeks,	YouTube	has	been	slowly	rolling	out	a	new	video	page	that	tweaks	several	elements	and,	most	notably,	unifies	the	design	across	Android,	iOS,	and	the	web.	expand	full	story	Bandwidth:	Amazon	Luna	picks	up	Lumote,	Xbox	Game	Pass	adds	Assassin’s	Creed	Odyssey	Cloud	gaming	is	all
about	picking	up	an	adventure	and	jumping	in	with	no	strings	or	cables	attached.	Lumote:	The	Mastermote	Chronicles	is	one	of	those	games	that	lets	you	do	that,	and	now,	it’s	becoming	available	on	Amazon	Luna,	along	with	a	couple	of	other	titles.	On	top	of	that,	GeForce	Now	has	added	a	few	familiar	games	to	its	lineup.	expand	full	story	Stadia
Changelog:	From	Space	delayed,	Wreckfest	finally	fixed,	Cities:	Skylines	expansion	coming	Google	Stadia’s	future	has	a	lot	of	unknowns,	but	there	were	several	developments	around	the	service	this	week.	From	Space,	a	game	that	was	first	in	testing	on	Stadia,	has	been	delayed,	while	bug	fixes	and	expansions	missing	from	Stadia	are	starting	to	show
up	for	some	titles.	expand	full	story	Android	Auto	gets	a	new	Discord	app	[Gallery]	If	you	rely	on	Discord	for	messaging,	the	experience	is	about	to	get	a	whole	lot	better	on	Android	Auto.	expand	full	story	Google	Meet	(Duo)	now	lets	you	switch	accounts,	but	adds	navigation	drawer	in	the	process	YouTube	says	it	has	‘concluded’	a	test	that	saw	as
many	as	10	unskippable	ads	in	one	break	[U]	The	experience	of	watching	YouTube	has	been	infiltrated	by	ads	over	the	years	as	a	means	of	maintaining	the	platform	and	supporting	creators	financially.	Now,	though,	it	really	seems	YouTube	is	pushing	the	boundaries	with	ads,	showing	as	many	as	10	unskippable	ads	during	a	single	break.	Update:	In	a
statement	to	9to5Google,	YouTube	has	provided	more	context	around	this	increase	in	ads.	See	below	for	more.	expand	full	story	Google	trade-in	values	for	old	Pixels	skyrocket	with	Pixel	6a	[Update:	Lowered]	The	US	Google	Store	is	running	a	rather	notable	trade-in	promotion	for	the	Pixel	6a	that	significantly	increases	the	trade-in	value	of	older
Pixel,	as	well	as	iPhone	and	Samsung,	devices.	expand	full	story	Google	Messages	prepares	a	way	to	directly	reply	to	RCS	messages	[Gallery]	Google	Messages	is	finally	catching	up	with	other	chat	apps	by	preparing	a	way	to	directly	reply	to	RCS	messages	—	here’s	a	first	look	at	replies	in	action.	expand	full	story	Pixel	Buds	Pro	ANC	settings	now
appear	in	Pixel’s	volume	menu,	rolled	out	[U]	Last	Friday,	some	Pixel	Buds	Pro	owners	got	a	quicker	way	to	change	Active	Noise	Control	on	their	Pixel	phones.	This	faster	way	to	change	the	Pixel	Buds	Pro’s	ANC	settings	are	now	more	widely	rolling	out	and	extend	to	the	volume	menu	on	Android	13.	expand	full	story	‘Intel	Processor’	name	replacing
Pentium	and	Celeron	brands,	expect	in	2023	Chromebooks	While	there	are	more	and	more	premium	Chrome	OS	devices,	the	category	very	much	excels	at	the	cheaper	end	of	the	market.	When	buying	those	Chromebooks	next	year,	you	might	notice	that	it	will	be	running	an	“Intel	Processor”	instead	of	Pentium	or	Celeron.	expand	full	story	YouTube
Shorts	will	join	the	Partner	Program,	finally	monetizing	the	TikTok	clone	for	creators	YouTube	Shorts	has	been	a	resounding	success	so	far	in	becoming	a	clone	of	TikTok,	and	now	YouTube	is	really	opening	the	floodgates.	Soon,	YouTube	Shorts	will	join	the	Partner	Program,	making	monetization	of	the	short-form	video	easy	for	creators.	expand	full
story	Chrome	Incognito	tab	access	can	now	require	your	fingerprint	on	Android	Beginning	in	2020,	some	Google	apps	on	iOS	added	a	“Privacy	Screen”	that	requires	Touch	or	Face	ID	authentication	to	access.	Chrome	for	Android	is	now	getting	the	ability	to	lock	your	Incognito	tabs	behind	your	fingerprint.	expand	full	story	Google	Lens	now	lets	you
launch	directly	into	a	filter	Google	Discover	will	now	let	you	block	specific	YouTube	channels	Google	will	now	let	you	fine-tune	the	videos	that	appear	in	your	Discover	feed	by	blocking	specific	YouTube	channels	from	being	featured.	expand	full	story	Google	Messages	readies	voice	memo	transcripts	and	full	emoji	reactions	[Gallery]	Upcoming	features
for	Google	Messages	will	let	you	read	transcripts	of	voice	memos,	react	to	messages	with	any	emoji	you’d	like,	and	more.	expand	full	story	Stadia	begins	rolling	out	1440p	quality	setting,	exclusive	to	Pro	members	Google	Stadia	is	gaining	a	dedicated	1440p	streaming	option,	available	now	for	some	players,	but	it	will	remain	exclusive	to	Stadia	Pro
subscribers.	expand	full	story	Nest	Doorbell	(Battery)	long-term	review:	An	imperfect	option	for	Google	Home	enthusiasts	[Video]	There	are	a	vast	array	of	wireless	and	wired	doorbells	that	work	with	the	Google	Assistant	and	add	greatly	to	your	smart	home	setup.	We’ve	lived	with	the	battery-powered	Nest	Doorbell	for	an	extended	period	and	here’s
why	it’s	a	great	option	for	just	about	everyone	—	in	the	right	situation.	expand	full	story	Shortwave	revives	custom	bundles	from	Inbox	as	‘Magic	Labels’	Review:	HP	Elite	Dragonfly	Chromebook	is	Google’s	Pixelbook	reborn	ChromeOS	has	long	looked	to	Google’s	own	hardware	as	its	trendsetter,	an	example	of	“the	best”	the	platform	had	to	offer.	But
in	2022,	Google	is	mostly	absent	from	its	own	platform.	The	last	Pixelbook	was	the	“Go”	model	released	in	2019,	which	was	mostly	underwhelming.	Now,	though,	HP	has	reinvigorated	that	flame	with	the	Elite	Dragonfly	Chromebook	–	a	Pixelbook	reborn.	expand	full	story	What	color	Pixel	7	are	you	going	to	pick	up?	[Poll]	We’re	sure	many	of	you	are
eagerly	awaiting	the	launch	of	brand-new	Google	hardware.	The	color	lineup	of	the	Pixel	7	and	7	Pro	series	has	now	been	fully	showcased,	which	has	us	wondering	just	what	option	you	are	looking	at	picking	up.	expand	full	story	US	pricing	for	‘Chromecast	with	Google	TV	(HD)’	emerges	[Updated]	The	steady	stream	of	leaks	about	the	new
“Chromecast	with	Google	TV	(HD)”	continues	today	with	rumored	US	pricing	and	a	series	of	marketing	images.	expand	full	story	OSOM’s	Solana	Saga	won’t	require	that	you	interact	with	Web3	or	crypto	features	The	former	team	from	Essential	had	been	working	on	the	OSOM	OV1	for	a	while,	but	that	was	abruptly	swapped	out	earlier	this	year	for
the	“Solana	Saga,”	a	phone	built	for	Web3.	Luckily,	the	Solana	Saga	won’t	require	any	interaction	with	Web3	or	crypto	features	if	you	don’t	want	to	use	them.	expand	full	story	Google	scales	back	Area	120	by	half,	refocuses	on	‘AI-first’	projects	Google	is	scaling	back	its	experimental	Area	120	division	by	half,	refocusing	the	group	on	“AI-first”
projects.	expand	full	story	Google	Play	Store	redesign	for	Wear	OS	starts	appearing	[U:	Rolled	back]	What	cameras	fully	integrate	with	the	Google	Home	app	The	beauty	of	smart	home	systems	like	Google	Home	is	that	you	can	connect	tons	of	different	devices	from	a	plethora	of	different	manufacturers.	How	well	those	devices	work	with	Google	Home
is	a	complicated	matter,	however.	We’ll	go	over	cameras	that	work	well	with	the	Google	Home	app	and	how	to	take	advantage	of	any	Google	Home	device.	expand	full	story	YouTube	Music	and	Shorts	integration	lets	you	quickly	save	songs	Music	is	a	big	part	of	vertical	Shorts,	and	YouTube	is	now	rolling	out	a	new	integration	between	the	two.	expand
full	story
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